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The Chancellor is at the head of the whole body of
federal officials. Besides this he presides in Hisfunc-
the Bundesrath, and is, in fact, its leading tlons'
and moving spirit. He also takes an active part in
the debates in the Keichstag, where he is the chief
representative of the policy of the government. But
like his royal master he has a double nature, and his
functions are partly imperial and partly Prussian.
As Chancellor appointed by the Emperor he is at the
head of the national administration, and presides in
the Bundesrath; but it is as Prussian delegate that
he votes in that body, and indeed his influence there
is mainly due to the fact that he speaks in the name
of Prussia, and casts as he chooses the twenty votes
which she controls. In the Eeichstag, on the other
hand, he nominally appears as commissioner for the
Bundesrath or as one of its Prussian members, while
his importance is really due to his position as chief
of the federal government. It is obviously essential
to the Chancellor's position that he should be the
leader of Prussia's delegation in the Bundesrath, and
able to direct her imperial policy. For this reason
the Chancellor, except for short intermissions, has been
also the president of the Prussian cabinet. We shall
consider this matter more fully in the chapter which
treats of the actual working of the German govern*
ment.

The powers of the German Chancellor in Bismarck's
day were  greater than those of any other Hissubsti-
man in* the world, and his work and respon- tutes*
sibilities were heavier than even his iron frame could